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Mayor Jason attended our meeting and reviewed plans for the town to create a BID 
district - Business Improvement District.   This would create a new tax for businesses 
that are defined within the district, and they would pay an additional 0.01% tax.   This 
tax would be used to help promote the BID, with activities, promotions, marketing, 
beautification, etc.,   
 
The DDMO will help to support the initiative to move toward the BID, and ultimately, the 
DDMO would transition to a 501C3, so that it would operate under an Executive 
Director, employee for the town.   
 
The BID designation will enable Dunellen to be eligible for more grant funding, and 
additionally would be a requirement for Mainstreet, which also provides additional 
Federal funding grant sources.  
 
The other initiative that DDMO will help drive this year, is the new tax incentive for 
improvements.   As we'd discussed in meetings last year, this new initiative will allow 
property owners to invest in their property and the tax increase on the improvement 
property assessment would be deferred 5 years.   
 
    Dunellen applied for a grant, and in preparation, Julie is creating a survey  
    which will cover benches, planters, and hanging planters.   The survey will  
    be done via survey monkey.   Once complete, it will be sent for DDMO  
    feedback.    
 
- Introductions - all attendees introduced themselves and provided background  
  
- holiday trees/decorations - DPW removed, bulbs, etc.,   I will pick up the bulbs from 
DPW and combine them in the holiday totes for storage. 
 
- benches - have been removed due to snow, will be re-set closer to the buildings in the 
spring  
  
- light poles - Chris Cotty - providd an update on decorative poles that were not 
working.   He is going to mark them with duct tape, because the poles that are not 
working do not have pole numbers.    
 
Chris has also been straightening out the lights which lost alignment during Christmas 
holiday decoration set up.  
- Spring into Wellness - Baseball opening season is April 22, 10 to 10:30 at Washington 
Park, and then a parade to Columbia.   We should assess Spring into Wellness at 
Columbia, where there are activities after the parade.   I'll speak to Alex to see if there is 
an opportunity to join Rec and create a larger event.   I'll report to everyone on email. 
 
- Next Stop - Lauren can you please provide us with an update of the next newsletter 
and the subject, as well as timelines required for your deadline. 
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- anniversaries / celebrations for 2023 - Sheenan's, Dunellen Hotel - Peg will provide 
dates for each, so we can plan for the celebrations. 
 
Thank you everyone for your participation in the meeting tonight.   We will "see" you 
next month.   Meanwhile, we will work on planning Spring into Wellness via email.   
 


